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inherited his money, he decided to do
something good for his country. Those
people who are retiring from our mili-
tary and have good pensions, yes, they
could live the life of Riley; they could
go fishing every day. But, instead, they
are putting their skills to use by put-
ting their lives in danger for us. Yet,
they are being attacked unmercifully
by people who just basically oppose the
fact that this President got us involved
in Iraq in the first place.

We should not be taking it out on the
people of Blackwater. Those men and
women who are in Blackwater are very
honorable people. And not to say they
haven’t made some mistakes, just as
our own military personnel have made
mistakes; but, in fact, Blackwater
probably has a better record than our
own military because they are, as I
say, they are people with vastly more
experience than that of our own sol-
diers and sailors and airmen.

So tomorrow there will be a hearing
on Blackwater. I would hope that
Blackwater and the people of
Blackwater, those people who have
made enormous contributions to the
safety and security of our operations in
Afghanistan and in Iraq, that they are
not brutalized, that they’re treated
fairly, and that we do not permit the
politicalization of this fight with rad-
ical Islam and this effort that now goes
on in Iraq to be used in a way that will,
number one, hurt brave people who are
risking their lives for us, but at the
same time, undermine our efforts for
the long-term security of our country
so that we will have a phased with-
drawal that will give the good people of
this world a chance.

We need to give the people of Burma
a chance. We need to give the people of
China a chance. We need to give the
people of Iraq a chance. They are our
greatest allies.

The people of the world who would
live in democracy and see America as a
positive force and, fortunately, many
of them see America as a positive
force, yet many people here in the
United States for some reason do not
share that opinion of their own coun-
try and believe that the United States
is a negative force in the world. And
that’s what motivates many of them in
their actions when it comes to
Blackwater and it comes to this war.

Finally, let me note this: this Presi-
dent has made a lot of mistakes. And I
have supported the President when he
has been right; I have been opposed to
him when he’s wrong. This President
seems to be headstrong, and I think
that’s a pleasant way of putting it.
That does not mean that all the deci-
sions that he has made have been
wrong. We need to support him when
he’s right; we need to try to work with
him and try to steer American policy
when he is wrong. The idea of a phased
withdrawal from Iraq is right.

But this President did not get us in
this war with radical Islam. This war
that we are in with radical Islam was
created in the previous administration.
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We need to document that. It needs to
be documented what the policies of the
Clinton administration were towards
the Taliban. I will be giving a speech in
the next few weeks again detailing
that, about how I pled, as a senior
member of the International Relations
Committee, for the documents from
Madeleine Albright to prove what our
policy was towards the Taliban; why it
was that we were giving our foreign aid
to the Taliban in radical Islamic areas
of Afghanistan and giving short shrift
to Commander Massoud and the pro-
Western Muslims in Afghanistan.

We need to document these things.
We need to document whether or not
bin Laden was someone who could have
been handled, if we were courageous
enough to do it, 5 years, 10 years before
9/11.

We know now that some of the docu-
ments that the 9/11 Commission was
supposed to read were not available to
them. We had a commission that went
to study why we had 9/11, but yet we
know today that the National Security
Adviser to President Bill Clinton stole
documents out of the National Ar-
chives to prevent that commission, the
9/11 Commission, from seeing certain
information that would be relevant to
the war on terrorism. Part of his agree-
ment, Sandy Berger, the National Se-
curity Adviser to President Clinton,
when his theft was discovered, he vol-
unteered, as part of his plea agreement,
to give a lie detector test to the Jus-
tice Department if so requested to de-
termine exactly what were the docu-
ments that he stole from the National
Archives.

At the beginning of this year, a ma-
jority of Republican Members of this
body signed a letter to the Justice De-
partment, under the leadership of Tom
DAvVIS, asking the Justice Department
to give that polygraph test, after so
many years, I think it’s been 4 years, it
could be 3. For 3 years Sandy Berger
has not been given the polygraph test
to see exactly what documents he stole
from the National Archives.

It is time for the American people to
demand that we know what caused 9/11,
and we will not know that until Sandy
Berger, the National Security Adviser
to the Clinton administration, is given
a polygraph test, which won’t happen
until the Department of Justice gives
that polygraph test and demands it.

Today, I am calling upon the new At-
torney General to put Sandy Berger on
the line, to give him a polygraph test
and determine what documents he
stole from the National Archives and
to give us a full accounting of what led
up to 9/11, what happened during the
Clinton administration that was so hei-
nous that Sandy Berger, the National
Security Adviser to the President,
would risk everything, would risk his
reputation and go into the National
Archives and steal documents.

Could it be that during the Clinton
yvears that, for example, there was evi-
dence of technology transfers and Chi-
nese involvement in our political sys-
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tem? Could it be that a Gorelick memo,
who at that time the lady was an im-
portant player in the Clinton adminis-
tration, she had a mandate that domes-
tic and international intelligence
groups and law enforcement could not
work together, could that have some-
thing to do with a Chinese connection?

What did Sandy Berger steal from
the National Archives? We need to
know. We should not be ignored. If this
was a Republican, I can tell you that
every newspaper in the country would
be clamoring until we found out ex-
actly what documents were stolen from
the National Archives by the Presi-
dent’s National Security Adviser.

So, tonight, I hope that my col-
leagues would join me, number one, in
telling the people of Burma we’re on
their side; and joining me in calling for
a boycott of the Beijing Olympics; of
supporting a phased withdrawal, re-
sponsible withdrawal from Iraq; sup-
porting our people both in uniform and
in our protective companies like
Blackwater, making sure we do not
mistreat them; and finally, join me in
calling for the truth in what Sandy
Berger, the National Security Adviser
for Bill Clinton, stole from the Ar-
chives. He needs to be given his poly-
graph test. The Justice Department
needs to act.

So with those requests for my fellow
colleagues, I now yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CARSON (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today and until October 15
on account of convalescence.

Mr. CONYERS (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today.

Mr. KIND (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of family
events.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mrs. JONES of Ohio) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HALL of New York, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. HARE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MICHAUD, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today and October 2, 3, and 4.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida,
for 5 minutes, today.
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